
Eyesight to the Blind 

 God’s ways of seeing are not our ways, we hear in today’s First Reading. Jesus illustrates this in the   

Gospel as the blind man comes to see and the Pharisees are made blind. 

 The blind man stands for all humanity. “Born totally in sin,” he is made a new creation by the saving 

power of Christ. 

 As God fashioned the first man from the clay of the earth (see Genesis 2:7), Jesus gives the blind man 

new life by anointing his eyes with clay (see John 9:11). As God breathed the spirit of life into the first man, the 

blind man is not healed until he washes in the waters of Siloam, a name that means “Sent.” 

 Jesus is the One “sent” by the Father to do the Father’s will (see John 9:4; 12:44). He is the new source 

of life-giving water: the Holy Spirit who rushes upon us in Baptism (see John 4:10; 7:38–39). 

 This is the Spirit that rushes upon God’s chosen king David in today’s First Reading. A shepherd like 

Moses before him (see Exodus 3:1; Psalm 78:70–71), David is also a sign pointing to the good shepherd and 

king to come—Jesus (see John 10:11). 

 The Lord is our shepherd, as we sing in today’s Psalm. By His death and Resurrection He has made a 

path for us through the dark valley of sin and death, leading us to the verdant pastures of the kingdom of life, 

the Church. 

 In the restful waters of Baptism He has refreshed our souls. He has anointed our heads with the oil of 

Confirmation and spread the Eucharistic table before us, filling our cups to overflowing. 

With the once-blind man we enter His house to give God the praise, to renew our vow: “I do believe, Lord.” 

 “The Lord looks into 

the heart,” we hear today. Let 

Him find us, as Paul advises in 

today’s Epistle, living as 

“children of light,” trying     

always to learn what is pleasing 

to our Father. 

 

-Scott Hahn 

  

                   LAETARE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 15TH 2026 



WEEKEND SCHEULE

Saturday  
3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 
4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday  
7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 
11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

St. Patrick our Patron Pray for us and our families! 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in 
me, Christ beneath me. Christ above me, Christ on my right, 

Christ on my left, Christ lying down, Christ in sitting, Christ in 
rising up, Christ in the heart of  every person who may think of

me, Christ in the mouth of  every person who may speak of  
me, Christ in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear that 

hears me! 
- St Patrick’s Breastplate

Parish Staff:     Phone 
Fr. Richard Semple, Pastor      509 -487-6363 
rsemple@dioceseofspokane.org 

Jan Provinsal, DRE         509-230-1957
Janetrose.p@gmail.com 

Office St. Francis Xavier  509-487-6363
office@sfxspokane.org 

Parish Council: 
George Baertlein, Chair ; 
Members:  Mike Dellwo,  Bill Scheres,
Lola L’Esperance,  
Louise Andrews, Ex Officio 

Finance Council: 
Mark Kelly, Chair;   
Member: Julie Carpenter 

St. Patrick’s is located at 5025 N. Nelson St., Spokane, WA 99217  

Please note:  All correspondence & donations should be mailed to:   

St. Patrick’s Parish P.O. Box 7155 Spokane WA, 99207-0155 

www.stpatrickspokane.org 

For sacramental emergencies please call our emergency line at 509-866-6098   

For scheduling baptisms, marriages, or funerals please contact St. Francis Xavier Parish at 

509-487-6363 or by email at “office@sfxspokane.org”

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9am-12pm 

To request a certificate or to speak to someone about your charitable contributions please contact the  

office and say you are calling for St. Patrick Parish, 509-487-6363  



                                                            Calling All Families! 

St. Francis Xavier's Catechism and Sacramental Preparation classes have begun 

Class Dates & Time: 3/28, 4/18 at 9:00am-11:30am 

Classes will take place at St. Thomas More: 505 W St. Thomas More Way Spokane, WA 99208 

Sacrament Date: Confirmation and First Communion- Monday April 13 at 5:30pm at St. X.   

 

All families welcome—bring the whole crew  

Hot breakfast included-- Several options and coffee 

                       St. Heribert (Herbert), Bishop March 16th  Invoked in Time of  Drought 

 

 St. Heribert was born at Worms in Germany about 970 and educated at the Abbey of  Gorze in 

Lorraine. He wanted to enter the Benedictine Order there, but his father recalled him to Worms and    

obtained a canonry for him. As a young priest, Heribert became a trusted counselor of  the youthful  

Emperor Otto III, chancellor of  the diocese, and finally Archbishop of  Cologne in 998. 

 In that same year the Saint accompanied the Emperor to Rome and assisted him in his last       

moments before his death in 1002. In the ensuing skirmishing for the post of  Emperor, St. Heribert at 

first was opposed to St. Henry II through a mutual misunderstanding. But in time the two Saints,    

Archbishop and Emperor, were publicly reconciled and labored together for the good of  the people. 

 St. Heribert was practically a model of  what a Bishop should be. He was a peaceful man but a 

firm disciplinarian; a holy man but one who knew the value of  money and saw to it that his was always 

divided among the poor. He was a man of  prayer, and in a time of  

drought it was in answer to his prayers that a torrential rain fell, 

saving the harvest and delivering the people from famine. He died 

in 1021 and is invoked in time if  drought. 

 PRAYER: God, Light and Shepherd of  souls, You           

established St. Heribert as    Bishop in Your Church to feed     

Your flock by his word and form it by his example. Help us 

through his intercession to keep the Faith he taught by his word. 

Amen. 
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