September 20th, 2026

Watch over me, Father, so
that everything I do may
be with the intention of

pleasing Jesus.

~ St. Bernadette

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ THE 17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The Man-God allowed temptation to approach His sacred Person in the desert.... Our Jesus
permitted the demon to tempt Him in order that He might show His faithful servants how they are to
repel the assaults of the wicked spirit. Today, our adorable Master, who would be a model to His
children in all their trials, is represented to us as having to contend, not with Satan’s perfidy, but with the
hypocrisy of His bitterest enemies, the pharisees. They seek to ensnare Him in His speech, just as the
representatives of the world, which He has condemned [Jn. 16:8:11], will do to His Church, and that in
all ages, right to the end of time. But as her divine Spouse triumphed, so will she; for He will enable her
to continue His work upon earth, and amidst the same temptations and the same snares. She is ever to
obtain the victory, by maintaining a most inviolable fidelity to God’s law and truth.

The tools of Satan, who are the heretics and the princes of the world, chafing at the restraint put
by Christianity on their ambition and lust, will always be studying how best to outwit the guardian of the
divine oracles, by their captious propositions or questions. When necessity requires her to speak, she is
quite ready; for, as the bride of that divine Word, who is His Father’s eternal and substantial utterance,
what can she be but a voice, either to announce Him on earth, or to sing Him in heaven? That word of
hers, endowed as it is with the power and penetration of God Himself, will not only never be conquered
by surprise, but, like a two-edged sword, it will generally go much deeper than the crafty questioners of
the Church anticipated; it will not only refute their sophistry, it will also expose the hypocrisy and
wickedness of their intentions. By their sacrilegious attempts, they will have gained nothing but disgrace
and shame, and the mortification of having occasioned a fresh
luster to truth by the new light in which it has been put, and of

having procured a clearer knowledge of dogma or morals for the
devoted children of the Church.
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Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger, O.8.B. (1805-1875). \ % 3 %Mw‘ #
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First and Last: Reflection on the 25th Sunday
in Ordinary Time

The house of Israel is the vine of God, who planted and watered it, preparing the Israelites to
bear fruits of righteousness (see Isaiah 5:7; 27:2-5).

Israel failed to yield good fruits, and the Lord allowed His vineyard, Israel’s kingdom, to be
overrun by conquerors (see Psalm 80:9—20). But God promised that one day He would replant His
vineyard and its shoots would blossom to the ends of the earth (see Amos 9:15; Hosea 14:5-10).

This is the biblical backdrop to Jesus’ parable of salvation history in today’s Gospel. The
landowner is God. The vineyard is the kingdom. The workers hired at dawn are the Israelites, to whom
He first offered His covenant. Those hired later in the day are the Gentiles, the non-Israelites, who, until
the coming of Christ, were strangers to the covenants of promise (see Ephesians 2:11-13). In the Lord’s
great generosity, the same wages, the same blessings promised to the first-called, the Israelites, will be
paid to those called last, the rest of the nations.

This provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t the complaint of those first laborers sound
like that of the older brother in Jesus’ prodigal son parable (see Luke 15:29-30)? God’s ways, however,
are far from our ways, as we hear in today’s First Reading. And today’s readings should caution us against
the temptation to resent God’s lavish mercy.

Like the Gentiles, many will be allowed to enter the kingdom late—after having spent most of
their days idling in sin.

But even these can call upon Him and find Him near, as we
sing in today’s Psalm. We should rejoice that God has compassion
on all whom He has created. This should console us, too, especially
if we have loved ones who remain far from the vineyard.

Obur task is to continue laboring in His vineyard. As Paul says
in today’s Epistle, let us conduct ourselves worthily, struggling to
bring all men and women to the praise of His name.

Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware
of others, please let Father or the parish office know: Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen,
Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




Seven Sisters

Apostolate lee O nhn@' '

The parish is looking for volunteers who

would be interested in participating in

the “Seven Sisters Apostolate.” This JuSt S can the QR

Apostolate seeks to strengthen the
Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is

prayed every day for the intention of the ( : d
parish priest. O e

The Apostolate is for women, and

involves a commitment of praying in

the church one day a week.

If you are interested, please contact
Patty Parra at (509) 362-8646

St. Constantius September 23rd

According to St. Gregory the Great, St. Constantius, a layman, was sacristan of the famous
Cathedral of St. Stephen at Ancona, Italy, in the fifth century. In monastic garb, he attended to his duties
with a great spirit of perfection that belied his slight stature. He was known as a wonder-worker, and one
of his deeds consisted in keeping the lamps of the church lighted even with water or oil in them. Word
of his holiness and extraordinary powers spread far and wide, prompting many to ask spiritual favors of
him.

The character of the Saint is best illustrated by a story told about him. One day a rude fellow
happened into the church and at the sight of the Saint on a ladder attending to the lamps refused to
believe in his sanctity. Instead, he began to insult and ridicule the man of God, calling him a liar and a
man full of pride; St. Constantius, hearing this tirade, ran to the man and embraced and kissed him in

gratitude for having seen him as he was and telling him so. As St. Gregory remarked, he thus gave

conclusive proof that he was as great in humility as in miracles.
PRAYER: God, through the intercession of St. Constantius,

grant that we may overcome all feelings of pride. May we always

serve You with the humility that pleases You, through his merits and

example. Amen.
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Thank you to everyone who helped
with the parish potluck!

A retreat for high school girls ages 14-18

oo

Schweitzer Mountain

Announcements

October 23-

Registration opens August 1st!
o4 o

For registration + info:

mad northidaho.com

October 3rd at St Francis Of ASSiSi Parish gs madeforthisnorthidaho@gmail.com ég

2:00pm Blessing of the Pets

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PRESENTS:!
LIVING CATHOLIC LIFE TO THE FULLEST

3:00pm—4:30pm COIlfeS Slons FEATURING: Jesse Romero & Fr. John Mosier
5:00pm Vigil Mass '

7:00pm Transitus of St. Francis (Remembering the

passing of St. Francis from this life to eternal life.

Oct. 2nd - Oct. 4th 2 O 2 6

October 4th at St, Francis of Assisi Parish 8 Camplutherhaven o N ormrveer

$ $175-$260 CATHOLIC MEN'S RETREAT

"'-%;;L@ For more detailed information on
ﬁg the retreat please scan the QR code
=,

®

3

e :

® or go to www.inwmensretreat.org

10am Mass for the Feast of St. Francis with Bishop
Daly

h
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September 28th at St. Aloysius Parish

40’s-50s-60’s Singles Group starting up

It’s not a matchmaking group; it’s not group therapy; it’s not a place to argue politics. It’s a
place for Lectio Divina (prayerful reading of Scripture) and faith sharing for single adults in
their 40, 50’s, and 60s.

The group will meet at St. Aloysius Parish, across from the church in the Antonio Room
(330 E Boone Ave), starting Monday, September 28th, at 6:30pm.

For information, contact Matthew at 509-541-5574 or tarantos74@hotmail.com.
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Vet el GoodiPeople Need Someone You Can Trust? Scan when ] O

Can Find Trusted SpokaneCatholic.com You Need
SlsrReie s Find Trusted Local Businesses. Business Opsxl's

l" 3620 N NEVADA STREET ﬂl VISlﬂﬂ o R:.adthor Zalctl?l
a g N\ ' S lmey:uic eadule
‘“509 GARAGE ALLELECTRIC $85

' Circuit Breaker Fl.l.ll'ﬂﬂll'lﬂ Water Heater Flush.
PH (509) 598-8244 reult break

Plumbing Inspection
MAINTENANCE * DIAGNOSIS * BRAKES * EMISSIONS poorbell instattation | 5(9-385-5593
ENGINES * TRANSMISSIONS * HIGH PERFORMANCE Elegtrie Panal

3 installation . .
& BUSY BEE ‘i//cm;;j" chrewit raatar wapai Does Your Website Stink or . ..
&\ JUMPERS o e Electricinstalpl.ation

WATERSLIDES ¢« OBSTACLE COURSES ¢ TENTS  TABLES

includes Complimentary

Run Your Free Audit

or Replacement

(509) 720-7259 ; ! Electric Panel
& A STEoe Scanto Enter Installation or Repair How is your website indexed on Google, loading
) )

Spokane, WA. 99207 . .
busybeejumper.com/spokane e O s belng seen, & worklng for yOU?

i 1 every mont] e

RSt Are You Prepared?

End of Life Workshop

Planning for Your Spiritual & Corporal Needs

Saturday, Nov. 7 + 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
Mass at 8:30 (optional)

h-n‘ o)
Immaculate Heart Retreat Center

6910 S. Ben Burr Rd., Spokane, WA 99223

Sponsored by:
Security Cameras Join us for this informative workshop and learn A NON-PROFIT MINISEREor 1
Computer Use Lessons how to preplan for the end of life. ;i CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF

Custom Computer Builds Light refreshments provided. EEQ&Ing&g%g i 4 S PO KAN E

(509) 999-0014 Please RSVP to (509)467-5496 or bernadettep@holycrossofspokane.org
Photographer

Wanted
SACRED HEART RADIO Couples in the parish
CATHOLIC RADIO FOR THE NORTHWEST

are looking for a good

Want to Grow ELECTRIC photographer that also

-
Your Catholic Faith? understands holy mass

Tune into 5 O 0-8 O 8-1925 etiquette

AM 970 FM 106.1

s - Place your ad here.
SpokaneCatholic.com Call Jeffrey

“Where good People Can Find Trusted Businesses” 509-818-0350

Satisfaction

and You can too!

umbing / Heating & AC |

Guaranteed
Plumbing / Heatlng&AC %E;}& = 509-954-0424
509.489-0824 ‘ Find the rest at: 0'SHAUGHNESSY

SPOKANECATHOLIC.COM PAINTING LLC ST. JOSEPH PARISHIONERS



https://elitehardscapeswa.com/?y_source=1_MTAwNzYxNTQ4OS00ODMtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.holycrossofspokane.org/
https://paceplumbingwa.com/
https://sacredheartradio.org/
https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://www.the509garage.com/
https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://www.spokanepainterpros.com/
https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://www.callacornelectric.com/
https://www.northtowninsurance.com/quotes-joey/
https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://www.spokanepainterpros.com/
https://www.havemikefixit.com/
https://allelectricspokane.godaddysites.com/
https://divisiononeplumbing.com/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=GBP
https://allelectricspokane.godaddysites.com/
https://www.busybeejumpers.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=GBP&utm_campaign=LSH
https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://www.busybeejumpers.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=GBP&utm_campaign=LSH
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https://spokanecatholic.com/
https://yourwebsite.sucks/
https://www.holycrossofspokane.org/



