
Watch over me, Father, so 
that everything I do may 
be with the intention of  

pleasing Jesus. 

~ St. Bernadette 

           September 20th, 2026 

SAINT  BERNADETTE  PARISH 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  THE 17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

 The Man-God allowed temptation to approach His sacred Person in the desert.… Our Jesus    

permitted the demon to tempt Him in order that He might show His faithful servants how they are to 

repel the assaults of  the wicked spirit. Today, our adorable Master, who would be a model to His      

children in all their trials, is represented to us as having to contend, not with Satan’s perfidy, but with the 

hypocrisy of  His bitterest enemies, the pharisees. They seek to ensnare Him in His speech, just as the 

representatives of  the world, which He has condemned [Jn. 16:8:11], will do to His Church, and that in 

all ages, right to the end of  time. But as her divine Spouse triumphed, so will she; for He will enable her 

to continue His work upon earth, and amidst the same temptations and the same snares. She is ever to 

obtain the        victory, by maintaining a most inviolable fidelity to God’s law and truth.  

 The tools of  Satan, who are the heretics and the princes of  the world, chafing at the restraint put 

by Christianity on their ambition and lust, will always be studying how best to outwit the guardian of  the 

divine oracles, by their captious propositions or questions. When necessity requires her to speak, she is 

quite ready; for, as the bride of  that divine Word, who is His Father’s eternal and substantial utterance, 

what can she be but a voice, either to announce Him on earth, or to sing Him in heaven? That word of  

hers, endowed as it is with the power and penetration of  God Himself, will not only never be conquered 

by surprise, but, like a two-edged sword, it will generally go much deeper than the crafty questioners of  

the Church anticipated; it will not only refute their sophistry, it will also expose the hypocrisy and     

wickedness of  their intentions. By their sacrilegious attempts, they will have gained nothing but disgrace 

and shame, and the mortification of  having occasioned a fresh 

luster to truth by the new light in which it has been put, and of  

having procured a clearer knowledge of  dogma or morals for the 

devoted children of  the Church.  

 

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger, O.S.B. (1805-1875). 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware     

of others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, 

Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center  and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

First and Last: Reflection on the 25th Sunday                          

in Ordinary Time 

  

 The house of  Israel is the vine of  God, who planted and watered it, preparing the Israelites to 

bear fruits of  righteousness (see Isaiah 5:7; 27:2–5). 

 Israel failed to yield good fruits, and the Lord allowed His vineyard, Israel’s kingdom, to be      

overrun by conquerors (see Psalm 80:9–20). But God promised that one day He would replant His   

vineyard and its shoots would blossom to the ends of  the earth (see Amos 9:15; Hosea 14:5–10). 

 This is the biblical backdrop to Jesus’ parable of  salvation history in today’s Gospel. The        

landowner is God. The vineyard is the kingdom. The workers hired at dawn are the Israelites, to whom 

He first offered His covenant. Those hired later in the day are the Gentiles, the non-Israelites, who, until 

the coming of  Christ, were strangers to the covenants of  promise (see Ephesians 2:11–13). In the Lord’s 

great generosity, the same wages, the same blessings promised to the first-called, the Israelites, will be 

paid to those called last, the rest of  the nations. 

 This provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t the complaint of  those first laborers sound 

like that of  the older brother in Jesus’ prodigal son parable (see Luke 15:29–30)? God’s ways, however, 

are far from our ways, as we hear in today’s First Reading. And today’s readings should caution us against 

the temptation to resent God’s lavish mercy. 

 Like the Gentiles, many will be allowed to enter the kingdom late—after having spent most of  

their days idling in sin. 

 But even these can call upon Him and find Him near, as we 

sing in today’s Psalm. We should    rejoice that God has compassion 

on all whom He has created. This should console us, too, especially    

if  we have loved ones who remain far from the vineyard. 

 Our task is to continue laboring in His vineyard. As Paul says 

in today’s Epistle, let us conduct ourselves worthily, struggling to 

bring all men and women to the praise of  His name. 

 

Scott Hahn 



 

Give Online!!  

Just Scan the QR 

Code 

Seven Sisters     

Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who 

would be interested in participating in 

the “Seven Sisters  Apostolate.” This 

Apostolate seeks to strengthen the 

Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is 

prayed every day for the intention of  the 

parish priest.  

 

 The Apostolate is for women, and     

involves a commitment of  praying in 

the church one day a week.  

 

If  you are interested, please contact        

Patty Parra at (509) 362-8646 

St. Constantius September 23rd  

 According to St. Gregory the Great, St. Constantius, a layman, was sacristan of  the famous      

Cathedral of  St. Stephen at Ancona, Italy, in the fifth century. In monastic garb, he attended to his duties 

with a great spirit of  perfection that belied his slight stature. He was known as a wonder-worker, and one 

of  his deeds consisted in keeping the lamps of  the church lighted even with water or oil in them. Word 

of  his holiness and extraordinary powers spread far and wide, prompting many to ask spiritual favors of  

him. 

 The character of  the Saint is best illustrated by a story told about him. One day a rude fellow  

happened into the church and at the sight of  the Saint on a ladder attending to the lamps refused to   

believe in his sanctity. Instead, he began to insult and ridicule the man of  God, calling him a liar and a 

man full of  pride; St. Constantius, hearing this tirade, ran to the man and embraced and kissed him in 

gratitude for having seen him as he was and telling him so. As St. Gregory remarked, he thus gave     

conclusive proof  that he was as great in humility as in miracles. 

 PRAYER: God, through the intercession of  St. Constantius, 

grant that we may overcome all   feelings of  pride. May we always 

serve You with the humility that pleases You, through his merits and 

example. Amen. 



Announcements 

 

October 3rd at St Francis of  Assisi Parish 

2:00pm Blessing of  the Pets 

3:00pm-4:30pm Confessions 

5:00pm Vigil Mass 

7:00pm Transitus of  St. Francis (Remembering the 

passing of  St. Francis from this life to eternal life. 

October 4th at St, Francis of  Assisi Parish 

10am Mass for the Feast of  St. Francis with Bishop 

Daly 

September 28th at St. Aloysius Parish 

40’s-50’s-60’s Singles Group starting up 

It’s not a matchmaking group; it’s not group therapy; it’s not a place to argue politics. It’s a 

place for Lectio Divina (prayerful reading of  Scripture) and faith sharing for single adults in 

their 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s. 

The group will meet at St. Aloysius Parish, across from the church in the Antonio Room 

(330 E Boone Ave), starting Monday, September 28th, at 6:30pm. 

For information, contact Matthew at 509-541-5574 or tarantos74@hotmail.com. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped 

with the parish potluck! 
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