September 13th, 2026

Watch over me, Father, so
that everything I do may
be with the intention of

pleasing Jesus.

~ St. Bernadette

SAINT BERNADETTE PARISH

241H SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ THE 16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

At the sight of the sick man who stands before him, Jesus is filled with compassion. He cures the
affliction even though He knows that there are those who will criticize him for curing on the Sabbath.
Jesus acts in a forthright manner. He pays no heed to human respect, to what others will say. His critics
consider themselves to be the authentic interpreters of the Law. Later on, the Lord will show them that

mercy should be exercised even on the Sabbath.

He provides an example gleaned from the common sense of the countryside. We may find
obstacles to our faith in the environment around us, such as envy, prejudice and misunderstandings due
to ignorance. Our response should be the same as that of Jesus. We should not be afraid to give clear
testimony to our beliefs. This type of behavior can be of great apostolic value. On the other hand, “it is
terrible how much harm we can do if we allow ourselves to be carried away by the fear or the shame of

being seen as Christians in ordinary life” [St. Josemaria Escriva, Furrow, 306].

Let us not fail to make manifest our Christian faith, always with humility and naturalness,
whenever the situation requires it. We will never regret having acted in a manner so consistent with our

deepest beliefs. The Lord will be filled with joy at such evidence of our fidelity.

Commentary from In Conversation With God by Fr. Francis Fernandez-Carvajal




The Debt we Owe: Reflection on the 24th Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Mercy and forgiveness should be at the heart of the Christian life.

Yet, as today’s First Reading wisely reminds us, often we cherish our wrath, nourish our anger, and
refuse mercy to those who have done us wrong. Jesus, too, strikes close to home in today’s Gospel with
His realistic portrayal of the wicked servant who won’t forgive a fellow servant’s debt, even though his

own slate has just been wiped clean by their master.

It can’t be this way in the kingdom, the Church. In the Old Testament, seven is frequently a
number associated with mercy and the forgiveness of sins. The just man sins seven times daily; there is a
sevenfold sprinkling of blood for atonement of sins (see Proverbs 24:6; Leviticus 16). But Jesus tells
Peter today that we must forgive not seven times, but seventy times seven times. That means: every time.

We are to be merciful as our Father in heaven is merciful (see Luke 6:36; Matthew 5:48). But why?
Why does Jesus repeatedly warn that we can’t expect forgiveness for our trespasses unless we’re willing

to forgive others their trespasses against us?

Because, as Paul reminds us in today’s Epistle, we are the Lord’s. Each of us has been purchased
by the blood of Christ shed for us on the Cross (see Revelation 5:9). As we sing in today’s Psalm, though
we deserved to die for our sins, He doesn’t deal with us according to our crimes. The mercy and
forgiveness we show to others should be the heartfelt

expression of our gratitude for the mercy and forgiveness
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The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware
of others, please let Father or the parish office know: Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen,
Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies:

Father St. Hilaire: pastor@sfxspokane.org
Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
Office Hours:

Weekdays

9:00am — 12:00am

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Bernadette can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

Please make all checks payable
to St. Bernadette
Catholic Parish

THIS WEEK AT ST.
BERNADETTE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH

5:30pm Mass Alicia Hayward

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH

8:00am Mass Bi// Kilgore

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH

4:30pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass The Prekker Family

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH

8:00am Mass Claire Maire Smith

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH

3:00pm Confessions
4:00pm  Vigil Mass Pro populo

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH

7:30am Latin Mass Pro Populo
9:00am English Mass Pro Populo

11:00am Latin Mass Pro Populo




Seven Sisters

Apostolate

The parish is looking for volunteers who
would be interested in participating in
the “Seven Sisters Apostolate.” This
Apostolate seeks to strengthen the
Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is
prayed every day for the intention of the
parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and
involves a commitment of praying in

the church one day a week.

If you are interested, please contact
Patty Parra at (509) 362-8646
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St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest and Martyr August 14th

Maximilian was born in 1894 in Poland and became a Franciscan. He contracted tuberculosis and,
though he recovered, he remained frail all his life. Before his ordination as a priest, Maximilian founded
the Immaculata Movement devoted to our Lady.

After receiving a Doctorate in Theology, he spread the Movement through a magazine entitled
“The Knight of the Immaculata” and helped form a community of 800 men, the largest in the world.

Maximilian went to Japan where he built a comparable monastery and the on to India where he
furthered the Movement. In 1936, he returned home because of ill health. After the Nazi invasion in
1939, he was imprisoned and released for a time. But in 1941 he was arrested again and sent to the
concentration camp at Auschwitz.

On July 31, 1941, in reprisal for one prisoner’s escape, the men were chosen to die, father Kolbe
offered himself in place of a young husband and father. And he was the last to die, enduring two weeks
of starvation, thirst, and neglect. He was canonized in 1981 by Pope John Paul II. Present at the
canonization was Francis Gajowniczec, the man whose life Father Kolbe had saved.

PRAYER: Lord, You inflamed St. Maximilian with love for the Immaculate Virgin and filled him
with zeal for souls and love for neighbor. Through his prayer, grant that we may work strenuously for

Your glory in the service of others and so be made conformable to Your Son until death. Amen.

Announcements.

October 3rd at St Francis of Assisi

2:00pm Blessing of the Pets

3:00pm-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass

7:00pm Transitus of St. Francis (Remembering the passing

of St. Francis from this life to eternal life.

October 4th at St, Francis of Assisi

10am Mass for the Feast of St. Francis with Bishop Daly




“Where Good People
Can Find Trusted
Businesses”

Need Someone

SpokaneCatholic.com

Find Trusted Local

You Can Trust?
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Scan when
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/ MECHANICAL, INC.

Air Conditioning
Gas Conversions

ALLELECTRIC

installation

Doorbell installation
Electric panel installation
Circuit breaker repair

Doorbell repair
Electric installation

or replacement
Electric panel repair

509-415-2626

Circuit breaker
A&

Plumbing/Heating
Furnaces & Boilers

509-489-3860

Larry Andrews - President
Catholic Owned
& Operated

www.andrewsmechanical.com
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PAINTING LLC

509-954-0424
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Satisfaction

Guaranteed
St Joseph Parishioner
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SACRED HEART RADIO

CATHOLIC RADIO FOR THE NORTHWEST

Want to Grow
Your Catholic Faith?
Tune into
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Download and Listen

GLEAMING GLASS

SPOKANE'S WINDOW CLEANING SOLUTION

Window cleaning, Screen cleaning
Gutter cleaning, Roof sweep,
Moss removal, Power washing
Christmass light installation,
removal, and storage.

509-866-1922

BE APPEL

Bruce Appel - General Contractor

Home Remodelig
Specialist

509-319-0582
bruceappel.com

St. Thomas More Parishioner

PLUMBING
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and You can too!
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includes Complimentary
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= Joey Johnson
Business Insurance Agent
5727 N Division Spokane, WA
509-483-3030

joey@northtownninsurance.com
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Computer Repair

These are
the People

Find all the rest at:

Security Cameras SPOKAN ECATHOLIC.COM

Computer Use Lessons
Custom Computer Builds

(509) 999-0014

WATERSLIDES » OBSTACLE COURSES * TENTS » TABLES

(509) 720-7259
2324 E Euclid Ave. STE 205
Spokane, WA. 99207
busybeejumper.com/spokane

SPOKANECATHOLIC.COM ‘.
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