
Watch over me, Father, so 
that everything I do may 
be with the intention of  

pleasing Jesus. 

~ St. Bernadette 

               August 16th , 2026 

SAINT  BERNADETTE  PARISH 

20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~  THE 12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

 

 On this Sunday, which is their twelfth of  Saint Matthew, the Greeks read in the Mass the episode 

of  the young rich man who questions Jesus, given in the nineteenth chapter of  the Saint's Gospel. In   

the west, it is the Gospel of  the Good Samaritan which gives its name to this twelfth Sunday after    

Pentecost.  

 The Introit begins with that beautiful verse of  Psalm LXIX. : ' Come to mine assistance, O God! 

O Lord, make haste to kelp me !' Cassian, in his tenth Conference, has admirably drawn out the beauty 

of  these words, and shows how they are appropriate for every circumstance of  life, and how fully they 

respond to every sentiment of  the Christian soul. Durandus applies this Introit to Job, because the     

lessons for the Divine Office, which are taken from that Book of  Scripture, sometimes, though not    

often, coincide with this Sunday.  

 Rupert looks on this Introit as the fitting prayer of  the deaf  and dumb man, whose cure was    

the subject of  our reflections this day last week. He says : ' The human race, in the person of  our first 

parents, had become deaf  to the commandments of  God, and dumb in His praise; the first use he 

makes of  his untied tongue, is to call upon the God who has healed him.' The same words are the 

Church's first address, each morning, to her Creator, and her 

opening of  each of  the canonical hours, both day and night.  

 

 

Commentary on the Introit for the 12th Sunday after Pentecost         

Dom Prosper Gueranger  



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware     

of others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Jim Moore, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, 

Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center  and Cherrywood 

Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A Foreigner’s Faith: Reflection on the 20th Sunday                          

in Ordinary Time 

  

 Most of  us are the foreigners, the non-Israelites, about whom today’s First Reading prophesies. 

 Coming to worship the God of  Israel, we stand in the line of  faith epitomized by the Canaanite 

woman in today’s Gospel. Calling to Jesus as Lord and Son of  David, this foreigner shows her great faith 

in God’s covenant with Israel. 

 Jesus tests her faith three times. He refuses to answer her cry. Then, He tells her His mission is 

only to Israelites. Finally, He uses “dog,” an epithet used to disparage non-Israelites (see Matthew 7:6). 

Yet she persists, believing that He alone offers salvation. 

 In this family drama, we see fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy and the promise we sing of  in today’s 

Psalm. In Jesus, God makes known among all the nations His way and His salvation (see John 14:6). 

 At the start of  salvation history, God called Abraham (see Genesis 12:2). He chose his offspring, 

Israel, from all the nations on the face of  the earth to build His covenant kingdom (see Deuteronomy 

7:6–8; Isaiah 41:8). 

 In God’s plan, Abraham was to be the father of  many nations (see Romans 4:16–17). Israel was  

to be the firstborn of  a worldwide family of  God, made up of  all who believe what the Canaanite     

professes; that Jesus is Lord (see Exodus 4:22–23; Romans         

5:13–24). 

 Jesus came first to restore the kingdom to Israel (see Acts 

1:6; 13:46). But His ultimate mission was the reconciliation of  the 

world, as Paul declares in today’s Epistle. 

 In the Mass we join all peoples in doing Him homage. As 

Isaiah foretold, we come to His holy mountain, the heavenly        

Jerusalem, to offer sacrifice at His altar (see Hebrews 12:22–24, 28). 

With the Canaanite, we take our place at the Master’s table to be  

fed as His children. 

 

Scott Hahn 



 DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies:  

Father St. Hilaire: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours:   

Weekdays 

9:00am –  12:00am 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Bernadette can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 
 

3:00pm – Confessions  

4:00pm – English Vigil Mass  
 

Sunday 

7:30am – Latin Mass  
9:00am – English Mass                                     
11:00am – Latin Mass  

  THIS WEEK AT ST. BERNADETTE 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 17TH   

5:30pm Mass Dan + Colleen Inglish 

TUESDAY,  AUGUST 18TH 

8:00am Mass Forgotten Souls in Purgatory 

 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19TH 

4:30pm Confessions  

5:30pm Mass Melissa Hart (R.I.P) 

 THURSDAY, AUGUST 20TH  

8:00am Mass Edna Abrams Bass (R.I.P) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22ND 

3:00pm Confessions  

4:00pm  Vigil Mass Pro Populo 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD 

7:30am Latin Mass  Pro Populo 

9:00am English Mass Pro Populo 

11:00am Latin Mass Pro Populo 

Please make all checks payable 

to St. Bernadette                  

Catholic Parish 



 

Give Online!!  Just Scan 

the QR Code 

Lectors for 

9:00am Mass 

 

If  you would like to help with the 

readings at the 9:00am Mass please let  

Janet Provinsal know; she is available 

after Mass. 

 

Email: janetrose.p@gmail.com 

Seven Sisters     

Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who 

would be interested in participating in 

the “Seven Sisters  Apostolate.” This 

Apostolate seeks to strengthen the 

Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is 

prayed every day for the intention of  the 

parish priest.  

 

 The Apostolate is for women, and     

involves a commitment of  praying in 

the church one day a week.  

 

If  you are interested, please contact        

Patty Parra at (509) 362-8646 

If  you would like to support those 

affected by the wildfires in       

Spokane please consider donating 

through The Cathedral of  Our 

Lady of  Lourdes 

(spokanecathedral.org), or the    

Nazareth Guild 

(nazarethguild.org). 



St. Stephen, King August 16th  

 The son of  Geysa, the fourth Duke of  the Hungarians, and of  Sarboth, his wife, who had both 

been recently to Christianity, St. Stephen was born in 977 at Gran, then the capital of  Hungary. After a 

Christian education under the care of  St. Adalbert, Bishop of  Prague, and of  Theodatus, a virtuous  

Italian Count, he succeeded his father upon the latter’s death in 997. 

 The Saint established a solid peace with all neighboring nations and then turned his attention to 

rooting idolatry out of  his country. His methods were those of  persuasion and exhortation, but many of  

his subjects, on account of  their attachment to the religion of  their ancestors, rebelled and besieged 

their King in Vesprin. St. Stephen prepared himself  for battle by fasting, almsgiving, and prayer, and 

though his forces were inferior in number to those of  the rebels he nevertheless completely routed 

them. 

 The work of  propagating the faith now went on with renewed vigor. Churches, monasteries, and       

Bishoprics were founded, and the King sent an embassy to Rome to obtain from Pope Sylvester II the           

confirmation of  his foundations; and, in order to gratify the wish of  his subjects, he also besought for 

himself  the title of  King. The request was granted, and the Pope sent a rich crown to the holy King. The 

prelate who brought the crown from Rome anointed and crowned St. Stephen King in the year 1000. 

 The devotion of  St. Stephen toward the Blessed Virgin Mary was such that he placed all his     

dominions under her special patronage. In war, which he never undertook without necessity, he was    

always victorious, nor was he ever the aggressor. His time was divided between the duties of  religion and 

those of  his station; he kept his soul constantly recollected in God, and in the midst of  the world he 

practiced great mortification and humility. He died   

August 15, 1038, and his cult was approved in 1083 by 

Pope Gregory VII. 

PRAYER: Almighty God, 

Your Church flourished 

through the efforts of  St. 

Stephen when he reigned 

on earth. Grant that she 

may now be defended by 

him dwelling gloriously in 

heaven. Amen. 
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