
Watch over me, Father, so 
that everything I do may 
be with the intention of  

pleasing Jesus. 

~ St. Bernadette 

                     June 7th, 2026 

SAINT  BERNADETTE  PARISH 
SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI 

 There will be no daily Mass for the rest of  June.  Mass 

intentions will  be moved to July. 

The Parish picnic has been moved to the Fall. 

                    A Reflection by Pope Benedict XVI 

 What does Corpus Christi mean to me? It does not only bring 

the liturgy to mind; for me, it is a day on which heaven and earth work 

together. In my mind’s eye it is the time when spring is turning into 

summer; the sun is high in the sky, and crops are ripening in field and 

meadow. The Church’s feasts make present the mystery of Christ, but 

Jesus Christ was immersed in the faith of the people of Israel and so, 

arising from this background in Israel’s life, the Christian feasts are also 

involved with the rhythm of the year, the rhythm of seedtime and   

harvest. How could it be otherwise in a liturgy which has at its center 

the sign of bread, fruit of earth and heaven? Here this fruit of the 

earth, bread, is privileged to be the bearer of him in whom heaven  

and earth, God and man have become one.  The way the Church’s 

feasts fit in with the seasons of the year is therefore not an accident. 

Consequently we must go on to discover the inner rhythm of the 

Church’s year and see the place Corpus Christi has within it.  

Continued on the middle page... 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware     

of others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Jim Moore, Jane Soars, Susan Fisher, 

Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center  and Cherrywood 

Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

Word of  the ‘Living Father’ : Reflection on the Solemnity of                                       

the Body and Blood of  Christ 

 The Eucharist is given to us as a challenge and a promise. That’s how Jesus presents it in today’s 

Gospel. 

 He doesn’t make it easy for those who hear Him. They are repulsed and offended at His words. 

Even when they begin to quarrel, He insists on describing the eating and drinking of  His flesh and 

blood in starkly literal terms. 

 Four times in today’s reading, Jesus uses a Greek word—trogein—that refers to a crude kind of  

eating, almost a gnawing or chewing (see John 6:54, 56, 57, 58). 

 He is testing their faith in His Word, as today’s First Reading describes God testing Israel in the 

desert. 

 The heavenly manna was not given to satisfy the Israelites’ hunger, as Moses explains. It was given 

to show them that man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of  

God. 

 In today’s Psalm, too, we see a connection between God’s Word and the bread of  life. We sing of  

God filling us with “finest wheat” and proclaiming His Word to the world. 

 In Jesus, “the living Father” has given us His Word come down from heaven, made flesh for the 

life of  the world. 

 Yet, as the Israelites grumbled in the desert, many in today’s 

Gospel cannot accept that Word. Even many of  Jesus’ own followers 

abandon Him after this discourse (see John 6:66). But His words are 

Spirit and life, the words of  eternal life (see John 6:63, 67). 

 In the Eucharist we are made one flesh with Christ. We have 

His life in us and have our life because of  Him. This is what Paul 

means in today’s Epistle when he calls the Eucharist a “participation” 

in Christ’s body and blood. We become in this sacrament partakers of  

the divine nature (see 1 Peter 2:4). 

 This is the mystery of  the faith that Jesus asks us believe. And 

He gives us His promise: that, sharing in His flesh and blood that was 

raised from the dead, we too will be raised up on the last day. 

Scott Hahn 



 DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

WEEKDAYS 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Bernadette can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 
 

3pm – Confessions  

4pm – English Vigil Mass  
 

Sunday 

7:30am – Latin Mass  
9:00am – English Mass                                     
11:00am – Latin Mass  

 
 THIS WEEK AT ST. BERNADETTE 

 

NO DAILY MASS 

 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 13TH  

3:00pm Confessions  

4:00pm  Vigil Mass Pro Populo 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH 

7:30 am Latin Mass Pro Populo 

9:00am English Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am Latin High Mass Pro Populo 

 



 

Give Online!!  Just Scan 

the QR Code 

Continued from the cover... 

 First of all, clearly, it grows out of the mystery of Easter and Pentecost: it presupposes the Resurrection and 

the sending of the Spirit. But it is also in close proximity to the Feast of the Trinity, which reveals the inner logic in 

the connection between Easter and Pentecost. It is only because God himself is the eternal dialogue of love that he 

can speak and be spoken to. Only because he himself is relationship can we relate to him; only because he is love 

can he love and be loved in return. Only because he is threefold can he be the grain of wheat which dies and the 

bread of eternal life. Ultimately, then, Corpus Christi is an expression of faith in God, in love, in the fact that God is 

love. All that is said and done on Corpus Christi is in fact a single variation on the theme of love, what it is and what 

it does. In one of his Corpus Christi hymns Thomas Aquinas puts it beautifully: nec sumptus consumitur - love does 

not consume: it gives and, in giving, receives. And in giving it is not used up but renews itself. Since Corpus Christi is 

a confession of faith in love, it is totally appropriate that the day should focus on the mystery of transubstantiation. 

Love is transubstantiation, transformation. Corpus Christi tells us: Yes, there is such a thing as love, and therefore 

there is transformation, therefore there is hope. And hope gives us the strength to live and face the world. Perhaps 

it was good to have experienced doubts about the meaning of celebrating Corpus Christi, for it has led us to the   

rediscovery of a feast which, today, we need more than ever.  

            Pope Benedict XVI 

Women of  St Bernadette 

In an effort to cultivate more community at St  Bernadette, the 

women of  the parish have formed the group: the “Women of  

St Bernadette”. 

All women - retired, widowed, single and married - are invited 

to join. 

Activities and volunteer possibilities include: 
 

◦ Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the warm months 

◦ Organizing parish picnics + potlucks 

◦ Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for children and adults 

◦ Formation of Bible studies + small groups 

◦ Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly 

◦ Other misc. needs of the parish 

If  you are interested in taking an active role in   creating a vi-

brant parish  community, please email  

st.bernadette.women@gmail.com 

Seven Sisters    

Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers 

who would be interested in          

participating in the “Seven Sisters  

Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks 

to strengthen the Church by         

ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 

every day for the intention of  the 

parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and 

involves a commitment of  praying  

in the church one day a week. If  you 

are interested, please contact        

Patty Parra at (509) 362-8646 



      St. Medard, Bishop June 8th 

 St. Medard was born at Salency in Picardy, about the year 457. Under the care of his pious parents he 

made rapid strides in virtue, evincing particularly a great charity for the poor. At thirty-three years of age he was 

ordained to the priesthood and became a bright ornament of that holy state, preaching to the people by both 

word and example. 

 In 530, Medard became Bishop of Augusta Verumanduorum, being consecrated by St. Remigius, who 

had baptized King Clovis in 496. Though he was then seventy-two years old, he redoubled his labors, extending 

his zeal wherever the honor of God seemed to require it. He bore persecutions in silence and with patience. 

Though he had the affliction of beholding his diocese ravaged by the Huns and Vandals, it gave him a fresh   

opportunity to practice charity. 

 In 544, Radegondes, Queen of France, received the religious veil from the 

Saint’s hands, and she was made a deaconess with the consent of her husband, 

King Clotaire, who, doing penance for the sins of his youth, allowed himself to 

be guided by the counsels of St. Medard. The holy man died in 561, and the 

whole kingdom lamented his loss. A celebrated Benedictine abbey afterward 

arose over his tomb at Soissons. 

 PRAYER: God, Light and Shepherd of souls, You established St. 

Medard as Bishop in Your Church to feed Your flock by his word and form it by 

his example. Help us through his intercession to keep the Faith he taught by his 

word and follow the way he showed by his example. Amen. 
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